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THE SON OF MAN 1 

The eighth part of Dr. Abbott's Diatessarica does not correspond 
exactly to the subject set apart for it in the prospectus to the whole 
remarkable series, which accompanied the first volume of those studies 
in iqoo. But if Dr. Abbott has departed somewhat from the details of his 
original plan, it is only to improve upon it, for his Part VIII is on a more 
timely and vital theme than he then proposed for it. The meaning of 
the term Son of Man in the New Testament has in recent years been 
much discussed, and it has become more than ever manifest that the 
message of Jesus was in no small degree bound up in the meaning of 
that phrase. It has been widely affirmed that as it occurs in the utter- 
ances of Jesus it has the same connotation as in the Book of Enoch, 
that is, it carries with it the atmosphere of apocalyptic messianism. Over 
against this view Dr. Abbott proposes the hypothesis that Jesus was 
influenced in his use of the term not so much by Enoch as by Ezekiel, 
or rather by the whole Old Testament scripture, beginning with the man 
Adam of Genesis. Jesus, like Ezekiel, thought of himself as the Son 
of Man, or, as the Aramaic Targums put it, Son of Adam. Paul's 
idea of a first and second Adam may thus, according to Dr. Abbott, have 
been not original with him but really implicit in Jesus' self-designation. 
He preferred to call himself Son of Man as if to say, " Keep constantly 
in view my human nature that you may perceive how divine a thing 
human nature may be, and that you may be led through the knowledge 
of the divinity of man to the knowledge of the humanity of God." 

It is not possible within the limits of a review to do justice to an 
argument so closely knit and massively buttressed as Dr. Abbott's. 
His thick volume falls into five books. The first traces the use of the 
term Son of Man in pre-Christian usage in the Old Testament, as 
applied to man in general, to Ezekiel and to Daniel, in Graeco- Jewish 
literature, in Jewish usage, and in Aramaic and Greek interpretations. 
The sixth chapter draws a series of parallels between Ezekiel and 

1 The Son of Man, or Contributions to the Study of the Thoughts of Jesus. (Dia- 
tessarica, Part VIII.) By Edwin A. Abbott. London and Edinburgh: The Cam- 
bridge University Press, 1910. Pp. lii+873. 16s. 6d. net. 
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Jesus, which proves far more telling than might be anticipated. Dr. 
Abbott does not indeed wholly escape what will seem to many fanciful 
interpretations of his materials, but his bold, comprehensive, and 
exhaustive method challenges admiration. At the end of Book I 
Dr. Abbott assumes as a working hypothesis that Jesus called himself 
Son of Adam, and that he had in view the fact that Ezekiel was similarly 
called after he had seen a vision of one like a Man above the throne in 
heaven, and that Adam too was the Son of God. In doing this his 
fundamental idea was this, that "though knowing himself to be akin 
to the Humanity of God in heaven," he "preferred to dwell on the 
thought that he was akin to the divinity of Man on earth." 

Book II deals with the Son of Man in Mark, Matthew, and Luke, 
that is, triple tradition material; Book III, with the Son of Man in 
Matthew and Luke, in double tradition and in passages peculiar to each; 
and Book IV, with the Son of Man in John. Dr. Abbott finds that in 
most ot these instances the phrase taken in the sense proposed gives 
new meaning to the passage. But he goes on in conclusion to ask whether 
the investigation has thrown light upon the whole of Christ's life. In 
this connection he reproduces under the title "A Harmony of the Facts," 
Part II of his "Message of the Son of Man." It is not easy to sum up 
his position, but perhaps its main element is the conviction that into 
the term "Son of Man," Jesus threw not the messianic sense of the 
apocalyptists but a more profound content, derived from the deepest 
utterances and disclosures of the Old Testament. By its assumption 
he affirmed at once his own identity with humanity and his faith in the 
divine origin and destiny of man, and the expression properly under- 
stood becomes a key to the true inwardness of his message. 

The learned intricacies of Dr. Abbott's argument may sometimes 
move the reader to impatience, and it is sometimes hard to see the 
wood for the trees. But it is just this searching, precise, and learned 
investigation, boldly conceived and indefatigably followed, that the 
New Testament most requires and has too often lacked. The view 
which Dr. Abbott urges is not in all respects new, but the eschatological 
emphasis of recent New Testament study has thrown it somewhat into 
the background, and it has never been presented from just the point 
of view and with the minute substantiation of Dr. Abbott's work. 
The spirit of that work is nowhere better shown than in the author's 
rejoinder to the objection that we all know what Jesus thought. " This 
book is written in the conviction that we do not all know what he thought; 
that we are very far from knowing it; that God has provided us with 
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means for knowing it better, as the generations advance; and that, if 
we could know it better, we should be drawn more powerfully toward it." 

Edgar J. Goodspeed 

The University or Chicago 



ASTROLOGY AND THE OLD TESTAMENT 

The appearance of Jeremias' work 1 in English is declared by the 
author to constitute in effect a third edition. Mrs. Beaumont's transla- 
tion has had the advantage of close co-operation and careful revision on 
the part of the author and is worthy of high praise. Occasionally, to be 
sure, the German original has unduly controlled the English expression, 
as for example in Vol. I, p. 343, where the following clause occurs, viz., 
"which unfortunately only still contained," and on p. 350, "further 
appears in proper names the divine name ilu." Sometimes the trans- 
lation is less clear than the original as, e.g., on p. 237 of Vol. II, where 
the sentence "the victory would certainly be sealed according to oriental 
custom by the introduction of the worship, therefore of the worship of 
Yahweh," should read "by the introduction of the cultus of the country, 
to wit, the worship of Yahweh." 

The special introduction by Dr. C. H. W. Johns, of St. Catharine's 
College, Cambridge, points out the significance of this work as furnish- 
ing English readers with the best statement of the astral theory of the 
universe and its application to the interpretation of the Old Testament. 
Dr. Johns himself is careful not to commit himself to an acceptance of 
the theory; but, on the other hand, he evidently looks upon it with 
much favor and commends it to the serious consideration of all students 
of the Hebrew religion. 

The view owes its existence to the indefatigable industry and the 
resourceful ingenuity of Dr. Hugo Winckler, of the University of Berlin. 
It has met with hearty approval from many German scholars, like 
Jeremias; but with strenuous opposition from many others. In this 
edition the first three chapters are given to setting forth the astral 
theory of the universe that is thought to have been current in the ancient 
East. Considerations of space do not permit an exposition of that theory 
here. Suffice it to say that its fundamental proposition is to the effect 

1 The Old Testament in the Light of the Ancient East. By A. Jeremias. Manual 
of Biblical Archaeology. English Edition Translated from the Second German Edi- 
tion, Revised and Enlarged by the Author, by C. L. Beaumont. Edited by C. H. W. 
Johns. [Theological translation library, Vols. XXVIII and XXIX.] 2 vols. New- 
York: Putnam, 191 1. xxx+352, xii+331 pages. $7.00. 



